
 

Chapter 68. HOW THE WAR BEGAN 

THE TROJAN WARS began with the judgment of Paris, of course, but who was she?1  
I’ll show you a letter in which Paris is mentioned, a threatening letter written to the 
lady of Thebes from her brother Lycus, the fool who invited Argives to the Nile.2    He 
supposed that they would set him up as their puppet king in Egypt, especially after 
he married Io, their pretentious queen, and he recruited her brother Jason and his 
thugs for protection.   

The lady of Thebes kept that letter from Lycus, and she left it to her son Shabaka.  
And when he became lord of Thebes, he wanted it to be read throughout the land, so 
he had it published by Abssyrtis, leader of his muses.  You may know the letter in its 
classical plagiarism, but here’s the original in my own translation. 

 
1 Paris: Shepenupet Paris Pbatchma (shep-en-u-pt, judge of beautiful heavens, p-hr-i-s, she is the true face of Pto,  

p-btch-ma, justice chained at Pto) was brutalized, thrown into the sea at Pto (pt-w, island of heaven, “Buto”),  
and left for dead after she had ruled in favor of Lady Theseis of Thebes against the claims to Egypt of Theseis’ 
brother Lycus and his wife Io, queen of Argos, c. 725 BCE.  

2 Lycus: (//[y]-q-ws, [Theban] second high place) was the son of Peleus of Napata and Thitis of Thebes.  



THE JUDGMENT OF PARIS  
reclaimed from Works and Days, the plagiarism attributed to Hesiod3 

Theseis,4 

Our sister’s muses praise our father, as he deserves, but they slander me.5  Who approves the 
lies that they sing?  I say to you, sister, it’s best for them and for you that they sing the truth. 

What began the strife between us?  We agreed on a fair division of our inheritance, but then 
you sued me in court, and the judge tried to take our father’s land from me.  She must have 
read his testament, which was clear, but why didn’t she do his will?  Why did she award his land 
to you?  Did you bribe her? 

She claimed that she followed an ancient law of the Amazons of Thebes.  What did she know 
about Amazons?  They were a brazen race sprung from ash trees.  They were lawless, compared 
to the men who had governed in earlier ages.  Amazons hated men and loved only to make war.  
Their armor was bronze, their shields were bronze, and their weapons also were only bronze. 
Most of them died at the seven gates of Thebes fighting over the fleeces of Oedipus, and the 
survivors then hung themselves and went crying down to hell, leaving no heirs behind.  All of 
them died centuries ago.  Why would any judge in our day and age care about Amazon law?   
An iron spear penetrates a bronze shield every time. 

I hear that you and your Theban friends now call yourselves Amazons.  Why? The Amazons 
were misled by Pandora, the curse of all mankind.6  They disagreed with their fathers, and they 
fought their brothers. They dishonored the men who supported them, even their own husbands 
and sons.  Did you not carp at your husband, chide him with bitter words, and never return the 
love and care that you received from him?7  Did you not keep your marriage promises to him, 

 
3 “Hesiod” can be Egyptian from hsi-w-d (hand of a singer) or from hs-io-d (hand of cold Io).  Io died in Egypt, not 

long after the argonauts arrived there, so she may have been cold when this letter was composed for Lycus.  
One of her women may have composed it for him.  My work suggests that in this period on the Nile, literacy 
was reserved for women. 

4 Theseis (t-he-se-is): tomb daughter [of the] palace woman.  Lycus characterizes his sister only as caretaker of their 
mother’s tomb.  In the record of Thebes, she was Reneferka (Re-nefer-ka, beautiful ka of Re, “Neferkare”), lady 
of Thebes.  Their parents’ western classical handles (with my old Egyptian transcriptions) were Peleus (pe-/-
ews, [fem translation] first Pe) of Napata and Thetis (t-hte-is, tomb bed woman) of Thebes.  

5 Muses (mw-w-sesh): dancers of the scribe.   
6 Pandora (p-hn-djw-ra, evil Re’s chest of Pto): the chest containing the Theban copy of the great papyrus.  [For 

the great papyrus, see Vol. 3, chapters 57-62 (ed).]  Theseis took the chest from Karnak when she fled from the 
argonauts, c. 721 BCE.  The Pandora myth in Hesiod, Theogony 510 ff., covers up what happened, but Abssyrtis 
exposed it, as this book shows.    

7 Your husband: Phaethon (ph-ae-tch-u-wn, opened fetters end oppression, “Icarus,” “Achilles”) was born c. 745 BCE 
to Sargon 2 of Assyria and Reima (Re-i-ma, true judge of Re) of Napata and Troy.  Argonauts killed Phaethon’s 
grandmother and grandfather in 727, and Phaethon’s uncle Shalmaneser in 722, but Phaethon’s father Sargon 
sided with the invaders in exchange for their support, and he did not permit Phaethon to oppose them.  When 
Phaethon’s first wife Ptrukhilus (“Patroklus”) was killed, and her body was stripped and abused, he avenged 
her insofar as he recovered her armor, which he buried in the Pyramid of Tiresheas at Abrnn.  He then married 



sister?  That’s what I have been hearing.  Indeed, I’ve heard it whispered that you killed him.  
Maybe it’s only the talk of scowling foul-mouthed Envy, but how are the people to know?  You 
are no Amazon, and it’s best if nobody says or even thinks that you are. 

Your husband and my wife have gone up in smoke, according to the will of heaven, so now we 
are left alone in this world.8  As for me, I have plenty of food, water and other supplies.  What 
about you?  Have you learned to farm the desert?  Do you have food for another year?9  The 
desert is dry, isn’t it?  Where will you find water?  Are you expecting rain?  I see no clouds.  
When heaven’s curses fall upon you, where will you hide?  Wherever you go, Helios will see 
you.10  Will you live in a cave for the rest of your life?  Your muses claim that I defiled the house 
of Re, but in fact I go forth by day while you live with the bats in darkness.  

I hear that you plan to sail overseas to find allies.  Are you experienced in sailing?  Sea-faring 
takes skill and practice such as my brother Jason has gained by crossing so often from Aulis.11  
Be advised, he never sails until fifty days after the solstice, and never any time after the season 
of new wine, for that is when winter storms return.  It is fearful to die at sea or in any land 
outside of Egypt, sister.  Take my words to heart.  I am concerned for your ka.12   

I have no wish to engage in any war of words, but I will defend myself as needed.  If our sister 
or her muses continue to lie about the Greeks, she can expect them to defame her and you in 
return.  A bad reputation will be hard for you and any children of yours to overcome.13  

Come back to Thebes, sister.  Let’s discuss our differences.   

Your loving brother Pepy14 

 
Theseis, heiress of Thebes, but in the first year of their marriage he was captured and murdered in chains, 721 
BCE.  He became Achilles (akh-i-//-e-s, [fem] second true record papyrus) only when his casket was used by 
Theseis to smuggle out of Thebes the Theban copy of the great papyrus. 

8 Your husband and my wife: Lycus claims that the mummy of Phaethon has been burned.  He admits that the 
remains of his wife Io, queen of Argos, also have been burned. 

9 Food: argonauts have possession of the lower Nile.  Lycus imagines Theseis hiding in a desert cave.   
10 Helios (he-/-io-s, first heiress of the palace): Io is conceived as resurrected in Re, the sun.   
11 My brother: Jason of Argos, brother-in-law of Lycus.  
12 Ka: mummy.  When outside the deserts of Egypt, mummies tended to rot.  
13 Children of yours: Phaedra and Shabaka were twins of Theseis by Phaethon.  This simple fact was lost in the 

record after Shabaka’s death when Taharqa called himself Saul (sa-w-/, first of sons), treated Phaedra as an 
imposter, and claimed that Shabaka had been his younger brother.  Argives later changed Taharqa to Heracles, 
Shabaka to Iphicles, and Theseis to Theseus.  Alexandrians codified these lies, and Romans perfected them by 
suppressing the old Egyptian language. 

14 Pepy (p-p[y], the second Pe): Lycus styles himself as another Pe or Peleus.  The first Pe married the lady of 
Thebes and then joined forces with the queen of Gath (“Tiglath-Pileser”) to attack the delta, taking the 
strategic island of Pto, among other places.  In the Argive royal view, that aggression was sufficient 
provocation to team up with Lycus. 


